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An examination items that are considered important when detecting child abuse during home visits
by municipal public health nurses for premature infants
—— Comparison by years of experience as public health nurses ——
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Abstract One factor in child abuse arises from in the case of premature infants. In order to prevent abuse of premature
infants, we believe that it is important to conduct an assessment to determine the need for support for caregivers to prevent
abuse during home visits of premature infants conducted by municipal public health nurses. Therefore, we conducted a
questionnaire survey of 43 public health nurses including 14 questions regarding items that are considered important when
detecting child abuse during home visits for premature infants, including factors. The results were divided into two groups:
public health nurses for 6 or more years of experience and public health nurses 5 years or less. The results showed that there
was a significant difference in degree of maternal depression among the group who had been working as a public health nurse
for six years or more compared to the less experienced group. This is likely because more experienced public health nurses
have better systematic observation skills, extensive experience, the ability to reason about the relationships between various
phenomena, and the ability to reconsider care actions based on repeated care experiences. We speculate that these skills and

experience allowed the experienced public health nurses to detect cases of abuse more accurately.
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