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Using games to improve language, literacy and
thinking skills

Students will work (in English) in groups to play, discuss, and redesign a simple board or card
game. In these activities, students will practice and learn English vocabulary, reading, writing,
speaking and listening skills. Students will learn about the social and historical context of the game,
as well as practice critical thinking and creativity skills. A short debriefing and lecture at the end of
the class will help students apply the lessons from the game into daily life. (Technology required:
projector and screen. Games and other materials will be brought to the lesson.)

Can "Fun" Change the World?

Many people think of "fun" as the opposite of "work" or "learning." In this lecture, I will show some
amazing examples of "fun" making the world a better place. We will discuss types of fun and types
of people. We will think about problems in the world around us (e.g., related to SDGs), and how we
could solve these problems by making the world more "fun." Students will use various
communication skills (language, design) and thinking skills (critical thinking, creativity,
collaboration) in thinking about themselves and others around them. I'll help you turn your ideas into
action.

Use your favorite game to change the world

Games, just like movies and books, are an important part of people's lives. People play 3£ &£ Z &,
L&y, BToZ, b7, NS — A, sports, board games, smart phone games, and video
games. In Japan, America, and other countries, passionate people are using popular games to make
the world a better place for everyone. In this talk, you will observe and discuss some amazing uses
of games to change society. You will then think about your favorite game, brainstorm ways to use
the game to solve a specific social problem, then share your ideas with the class. Will you put your
ideas into action? I'll help! (Technology required: projector and screen. Games and other materials
will be brought to the lesson.)
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What It Means to Know English and Why It
Matters

This lesson will cover three main themes: 1) historical factors in the global spread of English, 2)
characteristic differences between major varieties of English, and 3) implications for learning and
using English for global communication. (Required technology: projector and screen.)
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