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Sciences English Program (SHEP)

Louis Holschuh
American Language Program
The Ohio State University

Overview

This second offering of the SHEP program was scheduled for the full six weeks (June 16-July 25,
2008), allowing significantly more time for the participants to develop and refine their English skills
and to more closely attain the English language mastery they need to participate meaningfully in in-
ternational conferences conducted in English and to make effective conference presentations in English.
In addition, living on campus and having American conversation partners and homestay families pro-
vided the participants with substantial opportunities to use English in informal conversational settings
and practice the listening and speaking skills taught as part of the formal curriculum.

All language skills were taught and practiced within the six-week program, but with primary empha-
sis on listening, speaking, presentation, and discussion skills. To the extent possible, instruction took
place within a broad health sciences context. The students’ own research was used as the source of
presentation topics.

Curriculum

Class met for three hours daily, Monday-Friday. In addition, students met with the instructor for an
individual tutorial three times in order to review presentations. Class sessions focused on the following
activities: listening and pronunciation basics, Listening to extended discourse, speaking accuracy,
speaking fluency, reading and discussion, and presentation skills, and writing skills.

During the final two weeks of the program, three researchers from different areas of the health sci-
ences presented lectures to the class, with follow-up discussion and questions.

Stephen Rosenstiel, The Ohio State University - The safety of dental amalgam
Karl Romstedt, Capital University - Cancer
Margaret Ginn-Pease, Capital University - Enzymes

A tour of the Ohio State medical rehabilitation facility, Dodd Hall, provided further practice in under-
standing extended discourse.
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